










6

   

From: Bruce Miller 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 7:32 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG and it’s new business 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
  RMG is a great company and should be allowed to continue keeping the environment clean of recyclable materials. 
Moving the operation to the South Side is a good opportunity to bolster the economy and create new jobs for the South 
Side of Chicago!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bruce H. Miller 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Centran Logistics 
6909 Building C suite 30 
Middleburg Hts, OH 44130 
 
216‐271‐7100 x108 
Fax 216‐271‐7101 
Cell 216‐509‐3621 
Email marko@centranlogistics.net 
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   

From: Brian Swab 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 9:12 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG's Southside Recycling Project

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to express my support for RMG's Southside Recycling Project.  In my professional career I 
have worked as a consultant and/or employee at LTV Steel, US Steel, Aleris, Cliffs Natural Resources, Inco, Newmont 
Mining, Dow Chemical, Alcan, and Novelis.  I am confident is saying that RMG's safety and environmental standards are 
some of the strictest I have ever seen.  The new equipment and technology being employed will make RMG's facility one 
of the most modern and environmentally responsible in the midwest, and quite possibly in the nation.  RMG is bringing 
quality jobs to the area while also operating in an industry that is keeping harmful metals and toxins out of our landfills.  
Unrelated to their direct business, RMG continues to also support the Chicago Food Pantry 
(Southeast) and I believe RMG to be an asset to your city and the Chicagoland area. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brian Swab 
 
‐‐ 
 
Brian Swab 
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6/1/2020 
 
 
 
Open letter in support of General Iron Industries remaining a Chicago institution. 
 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
  
I first started doing business with General Iron in the 1980’s when the company was in a 
growth pattern and the neighborhood was a tough but thriving industrial enclave.  I recall 
meeting Adam Labkon and walking the property to look over his conveyor system in 
hopes of becoming his conveyor belt supplier. I have been proud to work with Adam and 
his crew ever since.   
 
Having over 40 years in business to business experience I believe my opinion that 
General Iron operates with the highest integrity possible carries some weight.  Out of the 
hundreds of industrial companies I’ve worked with no one has been a better business 
partner than General Iron under the guidance of the Labkon family.  I have seen firsthand 
how the neighborhood has changed over the years and witnessed the extraordinary 
actions the company has taken to peacefully and ethically coexist with the changing 
dynamics. 
 

Concept-Logic, LLC SM.

 

 



It's my understanding that the company plans to relocate to the south side of Chicago.  I 
don’t think the decision makers at city hall should hesitate a minute in approving the 
move.  General Iron Industries has a rich history in Chicago and are, in fact, part of the 
story of Chicago.    Scores of business’ have left the city for various reasons over the past 
20-30 years.   
Other states and in some cases, other countries, are happy to have these entities within 
their jurisdiction.  General Iron is Chicago and should remain here.  I urge the city 
officials to give the moving project their favorable attention in order to retain a great 
Chicago business run by some great people.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Mick 
C.E.O. Concept-Logic, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Conveyor Belting & Accessories / Industrial Metal & Rubber Hose 



Air Compressors, Dryers & Parts  
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   

From: Heather Schlang 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 4:56 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: Southside Recycling

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I’m wholly in favor of Southside Recycling being granted a permit to establish their business. 
 
Reserve Management Group (RMG), the team responsible for this new business venture, has been on the South Side for 
more than 30 years and is a good neighbor to the community. The company is proud to support the Southeast Side of 
Chicago Food Pantry, which operates on the property. 
 
Regarding environmental concerns, Southside Recycling will be the most modern recycling facility in the entire Midwest. 
RMG has invested in measures that meet or exceed all environmental standards. The company will be a model for 
cleaner industrial operations and should be embraced by Chicago and its metal recyclers. Metal recycling is good for the 
Earth and good for Chicago. Denying a permit means that recycling will go to other facilities which do not have any of 
the environmental controls that Southside Recycling will use. 
 
RMG has been a long‐time creator of good jobs in Chicago, and this new business will bring more good paying jobs to 
the South Side. 
 
Sincerely, 
Heather Schlang 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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   

From: Linda Dery 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 6:11 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG recycling project

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
As an environmentalist, I believe it is extremely important to support RMG in their safe recycling project in SE Chicago. 
This environmentally responsible Co. is exactly what our country and Chicago needs. RMG will be a supportive and very 
safe neighbor for SE Chicago. 
Linda Dery 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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As you cross the 92nd Street bridge going south onto Ewing Avenue there is another scrap yard.  Along the river in the 
same general area nothing but industrial storage on the banks of the river.  Go to the 95th Street Bridge, same type of 
industrial businesses and storage, along with a boat marina.  The area of the 100th street bridge is the former site for 
Pet‐Coke storage, and an industrial site ,along both sides of the river and there is a giant City of Chicago salt pile.   West 
of the 106th street bridge, former site for Pet‐Coke storage, south side of 106th street there is an industrial truck, heavy 
equipment and bus salvage yard, I'm sure this property is an environmental nightmare.  Southeast side of the 106th 
street bridge, scrap yard on the river, within one block of residential homes.  Northeast side of 106th street bridge, 
industrial site.  Travel south on Torrence Avenue there is an abandoned slag mill on the east side of the street, this 
property is an environmental disaster, eye‐sore, disgusting that the City of Chicago of the Federal Government has not 
taken action to remediate this property.  
 
Drive to the 10th Ward on the Dan Ryan to the Bishop Ford Expressways.  At 103rd Street exit, near Stony Island there is 
another industrial site, one of which spews an awful smell into the air on a regular basis.  103rd street also has a huge 
CTA Bus garage, CPD Fueling station and a storage yard for City of Chicago trucks and heavy equipment.  Also at 103rd 
street there is a switching and storage yard for trains, including numerous locomotives and there is a City of Chicago 
storage yard for seized or towed vehicles.  The 10th Ward has HarborSide Golf Course which is built on a garbage landfill, 
there is the Port of Illinois, that is vastly underused and in a state of disrepair, an abandoned ship has been moored 
there for about 10 years!  There is also a business that creates products to resurface streets with blacktop. 
 
At 130th Street eastbound, along the river there is the Maryland  Pig Iron Scrap Yard, the Lafarge Cement Factory which 
accepts overweight trucks from Indiana and the trucks are transporting material used to make cement through a 
residential neighborhood.  Many of these trucks are uncovered while in transit through the neighborhood, they fail to 
adhere to speed limits, stop signs and at times spill material out of the back of the trucks.  Also at 130th there is a newly 
built semi‐truck storage and parking facility.  And of course the 10th Ward has the granddaddy of all garbage dumps 
along the Bishop Ford Expressway.   And there is the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Raw Sewage Treatment 
Plant that recently had an on site explosion. 
 
Enter the 10th Ward from the suburb of Burnham or State of Indiana‐At 13600 S. Avenue O there is Azcon Scrap Metals‐
which actually scraps railroad box cars and also accepts rail cars that were used to transport hazardous materials.  This 
business has a large blue abandoned building on its property, which has been abandoned for about twenty years now, 
the entire Azcon property is an eye sore;  the entire entrance of the property is overrun with weeds, fencing is in a state 
of disrepair and ugly; fencing on the north side of the building along the railroad tracks, same thing ugly and in a state of 
disrepair.  The abandoned building on their property recently somehow caught on fire, the building should be repaired 
or torn down.  There is machinery on the property that is responsible for excessive noise pollution, there is heavy 
equipment such as bulldozers, backhoes, cranes and trucks that are responsible for polluting the air, all within a half 
block of residential homes.  And directly across the street from Azcon, a Senior Suites Building!  In my opinion, the 
seniors are at risk by living so close.  As you drive down Brainerd Avenue to and from Indiana, scrap yard right on the 
Illinois‐Indiana Border.  There will be a new South Shore Train Station right across the street from this scrap yard station 
and about a block or two south of the new train station, another scrap yard.  At Brainerd and Avenue O, a disgusting site 
right across from the Burger King, this embarrassing site used to have plans of being developed to have a small retail 
store or shops.  Instead the property has become a site for fly dumping, abandoned vehicles, there is an abandoned 
building that is about to collapse, fencing is falling down and in disrepair, terrible 
 
I apologize for this long winded response, but the 10th ward has been the dumping ground for waste for more than 60 
years.  My former co‐workers refer to the 10th Ward as ‐the Ward That the City Forgot or The Ward That Glows At Night 
From Pollution. 
 
At some point, Local, State and Federal Governments have to take a stand for the future of the children and families of 
the 10th Ward. 
 
My opinion‐ ENOUGH‐  the 10th Ward does NOT need another environmental hazardous waste business such as 
General Iron. 
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   

From: Bruce Miller 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:22 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG new business

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
   RMG provides a great resource of employment and much needed recycling to the 10th ward. The owners of this 
company have been kind enough to allow a food bank to be set up in one of their existing office buildings which supplies 
food to those in need. I have worked for this company for 20 years and they have done nothing but improve the 
environment, practice safety for all employees and provide much needed service to the public. Please allow this 
company to continue to operate in this area for the better of our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bruce H. Miller 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
____________________ 
Bruce Miller / Reserve Marine Terminals 
brucemiller@reserve‐group.com 
11600 South Burley Ave, Chicago, IL 60617 
(C) 404‐751‐7277 
 
a reserve management group company 
providing safe, responsible + sustainable recycling solutions for our customers and the environment. 
 
 
 
 
This e‐mail contains privileged and confidential information which is the property of Reserve Management Group and its 
affiliates, intended only for the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you are not an intended recipient, please immediately notify Reserve Management Group and 
its affiliates and destroy any copies of this email. Receipt of this e‐mail shall not be deemed a waiver by Reserve 
Management Group and its affiliates of any privilege or the confidential nature of the information. 
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   

From: Courtney Mrozowski 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 8:04 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG New Business 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
I stand by RMG’s new business. 
 
Sincerely, 
Courtney Mrozowski 
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   

From: Lauren 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 8:08 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG Group

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I stand by the new business. 
 
RMG takes its responsibility to the environment seriously. They are invested in measures that meet or exceed all 
environmental standards. They are truly committed to being stewards of the environment. 
 
Best, 
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   

From: Isabelle Golovan >
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 8:18 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Southside Recycling will be the safest most environmentally friendly recycling facility in Chicago. It will create good jobs 
and can help make the south side a model for cleaner industrial operations. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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   

From: Roger Rodby >
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 9:36 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Deny General Iron | RMG’s Permit for Southeast 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Dear City of Chicago and Department of Public Health: 
 
I’m a current neighbor of General Iron, now RMG, on the city’s Northside. I know first hand that this company, its 
leaders and its equipment do not belong in my neighborhood on the Northside and they most certainly do not belong on 
the Southeast side. 
 
That’s why I request that you DENY General Iron | RMG’s request for the final permit to operate in Southeast Chicago. 
 
Despite the promises that have been made to the city, they will not be kept. Just look at General Iron and RMG’s record 
over the years: multiple fires, explosions, building violations, OSHA violations. The U.S. EPA—under Donald Trump no 
less—has found General Iron’s actions to be so egregious that it forced the company into a legally binding consent order. 
And even that is violated again and again. 
 
Numerous false arguments have been made that this is a new company, with new equipment and a new name. The facts 
are just the opposite: the problematic equipment from the Northside that caused two explosions is being moved to the 
Southeast side; the same leaders here will be in charge there; the same family that has owned the Northside operation 
still owns a massive stake in the company; and the company is actually the same one since RMG purchased General Iron 
last year and operates the northside facility! 
 
Again, the city has ample evidence and resident support to deny this permit. No resident should have to sacrifice their 
health for economic opportunity ‐ especially residents on the Southeast side. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joanne Kirby   
 
Chicago Resident 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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   

From: Gary Bushue 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 10:53 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Southside Recycling

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
City of Chicago, 
 
I feel that recycling in general is good for the environment and a modern recycling facility with new pollution control 
equipment such as Southside Recycling’s new facility on the City’s South side is the safest most environmentally friendly 
recycling possible.  I support granting a permit for RMG’s new plant, Southside Recycling.  Please grant Southside the 
necessary permit so recycling am be done at a facility that is best for the Earth. 
Thanks 
Gary Bushue 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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This e-mail contains privileged and confidential information which is the property of Reserve Management Group and its affiliates, intended only for the use of the 
intended recipient(s). Unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you are not an intended recipient, please immediately notify 
Reserve Management Group and its affiliates and destroy any copies of this email. Receipt of this e-mail shall not be deemed a waiver by Reserve Management 
Group and its affiliates of any privilege or the confidential nature of the information.  



5

   

From: john rodish 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 12:57 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: East side recycling

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
The new recycling company that will bring jobs to the colored community is a good thing.when republic steel mill was 
running none of you tree huggers cared about the youth at Washington high or elementry because it was a mostly 
(colored) white neighborhood now that it is brown and black it hurts the environment.all you crying and whining is doing 
nothing but keeping jobs out of our community.also why not the outcry about the project from 118th to 122nd 
street.instead of fighting for minimum wage to be higher ,how about you fight for our youth to finish high school and get 
meaningful jobs.MINIMUM WAGE IS FOR KIDS IN HIGH SCHOOL NOT ADULTS RAISING A FAMILY. 





 [Warning: External email]  

RMG Public Hearing  December 10, 2020

Martha Vasquez-Weber 
Thu 12/10/2020 1:16 PM
To:  envcomments <envcomments@cityofchicago.org>

Good afternoon,

My name is Martha Vasquez-Weber and I consider myself an environmentalist, and for
that reason I would like to express my support to the recycling company RMG - Reserve
Management Group to expand their services in the South East Side of Chicago.  This
company has been a part of the East Side for over 40 years and have never had any
reported problems in the community.

Recycling is the process of collecting and processing materials that would otherwise be
thrown away as trash and turning them into new products. Recycling can benefit the
community and the environment.

Here is a list of the Benefits of Recycling:
Reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and incinerators

Conserves natural resources such as timber, water and minerals

Increases economic security by tapping a domestic source of materials

Prevents pollution by reducing the need to collect new raw materials

Saves energy

Supports American manufacturing and conserves valuable resources

Helps create jobs in the recycling and manufacturing industries in the Chicago.

Thank you!























John & Kathleen Waite 
 

Chicago, IL. 60643 
 

 

December 10, 2020 

City of Chicago 

envcomments@cityofchicago.org 

 

REF: RMG Southside Recycling Project 

 

Good Afternoon; 

The flight of good jobs leaving the city of Chicago and the state of Illinois has taken its toll on the 

taxpaying residents of our neighborhoods.   The effort by our elected officials to hurt good businesses 

and decent paying jobs for our residents is without reason.   

 

RMG has been a good neighbor to the city and a good employer to its employees for many years.  This is 

an opportunity for this business to invest in the future of the area and the future of its employees with 

the most environmentally friendly recycling facility in Chicago and the nation.  Please see this as a good 

opportunity for Chicago, metal recycling is a good thing for our planet, and RMG is a good employer.  

Southside Recycling will be a safe and supportive neighbor in the community. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any follow up. 

Best regards. 

John Waite 
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Reserve Management Group and its affiliates and destroy any copies of this email. Receipt of this e-mail shall not be deemed a waiver by Reserve Management 
Group and its affiliates of any privilege or the confidential nature of the information.  
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death, most notably from lung and heart disease. That particulate matter can also trigger asthma attacks 
and worsening of COPD symptoms. A recent report issued by the Union of Concerned Scientists2  found 
that Cook County, including Chicago, ranks 8th among the nation’s metropolitan counties with the highest 
exposure to on-road pollution. The county’s exposure rate is 90 percent higher than the average of all U.S. 
counties with populations greater than one million residents. That report only includes vehicular sources, 
not additional sources like the heavy industry already prevalent in areas like the 10th Ward. 
 
VOCs can be carcinogenic, as can heavy metals released into the air during the recycling process. Per a 
study published in the International Journal of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, “exposure of the 
lungs to airborne toxicants from different sources in the environment may lead to acute and chronic 
pulmonary or even systemic inflammation.”3 In 2017, the most recent year for which we have available 
data, the difference in the rate of emergency department (ED) visits for children with asthma in the 
60617 zip code is 41.2% higher than the citywide rate. In the zip codes 60827/60633 the rate is 34% 
higher than the citywide rate. Also, in Hegewisch, which is near the proposed RMG/General Iron site, 
there is a higher rate of lung cancer incidence (25%) and death (34%), as well as higher mortality rates 
from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) (53%). 
 
This proposed move has been in process for a long time, and the Southeast Side community has 
continually expressed concern and displeasure regarding the facility’s relocation. Despite the continual 
requests for assessments of cumulative pollution impacts, neighborhood inclusion in the permitting 
process, and an acknowledgement of the community’s concerns, permits have been granted and the 
process has moved forward. The community was given a ten-day notice to review a highly technical 
application and be prepared to make meaningful comments which reflects the environmental racism that 
the community has experienced for decades. In a time where we have seen heavily industrialized 
neighborhoods affected more by the global coronavirus pandemic, which has a higher level of serious 
health consequences with communities that have even slightly elevated levels of air pollution, it is even 
more important that we do not add another massive polluter on the Southeast Side. It is time to protect 
the health of this community for future generations. 
 
 
 
 
[1] https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-07/documents/general_iron_industries_inc._nov-fov.pdf  
2 Reichmuth, D. Exposure to air pollution from vehicles in Illinois is inequitable – It doesn’t have to be. Union of Concerned Scientists. 
February 19, 2020 
3 Int J Chron Obstruct Pulmon Dis. 2016; 11: 1391–1401. 
 
 

*************************************************** 
Kelly Nichols 
Advocacy and Outreach Associate 
Pronouns: She, Her, Hers 
Respiratory Health Association 
1440 W. Washington Blvd. | Chicago, IL | 60607 
312-628-0226 Direct | 312-243-2000 Main| 917-544-1214 Cell 
knichols@resphealth.org  
 
Dedicated to lung health since 1906 
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3 Int J Chron Obstruct Pulmon Dis. 2016; 11: 1391–1401. 
3 Int J Chron Obstruct Pulmon Dis. 2016; 11: 1391–1401. 
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Regards, 
Tom Stoodt 
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have already suffered so much and taken on 
the pollution burden for Chicago we should not 
have to sacrifice our future generations for 
your profit and greed.   

Mayor Lightfoot is pushing through these 
permits during a pandemic knowing full well 
she will receive minimal pushback due to stay 
at home orders she put in place…..yet the 
Mayor and General Iron have no problem 
getting together to approve permit after permit 
and not alerting our community.  So here we 
are at General Irons last permit approval.  This 
meeting is making it seem like we have a say 
in the final permit approval process.  Very 
doubtful since General Iron is already updating 
their facility.  They would not be putting money 
or effort into upgrades without knowing that 
the Mayor and Alderwoman are 100% backing 
their move and permits. 

  

I have lived in this community for over 50 
years and have not seen any significant long-
term investment into our neighborhood.  We all 
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know this meeting will accomplish nothing and 
Mayor Lightfoot has already green lighted this 
move of General Iron into our back yard. My 
goal in this meeting is to demand that General 
Iron close.  I don’t want them in my community 
or harming any other community.  They should 
relocate to a non-populated area so they can’t 
harm anyone. 

  

If they are not going to close or move 
somewhere else the very least the 
Mayor/Alderwoman and General Iron can do 
at this point is sink some of that money they 
are lining their pockets with and invest, 
improve and protect the 10th Ward!   

  

Finally, shocking!! NO Mayor Lightfoot…..most 
likely she is having dinner with the reps at 
General Iron approving the final permit at the 
expense of our community.  I AM SURE OUR 
ALDERWOMAN WILL FIND EVENTUALY 
AND BY THAT TIME WE’LL WILL BE 
SCREWED!  
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Thank you and have a great evening. 

‐      Julie Sykes - Resident 

  

Webinar Registration Approved 

Topic 

10th Ward Community Meeting 

Time 

Dec 10, 2020 06:00 PM in Central Time (US and Canada) 

 Add to calendar 

Webinar ID 

890 3943 5782 

To	Join	the	Webinar 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device: 
 
Please click this URL to join. https://cityofchicago-
org.zoom.us/w/89039435782?tk=KNpe1YDgjU1gm1AXaJh e-
fLfhibhbLbKZ-
zr FlEDo.DQIAAAAUuyn4BhZ6a1pGc25saFJUaU1WZTgwNFZ
Cd0RRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&uuid=WN N
GkPP6ZjSdW2KyW3b5Su4Q 

To	Cancel	This	Registration 

You can cancel your registration at any time. 
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  

 We use statistics from the 

  endless number of trucks, ships, and trains that pass through our industrial neighborhood to teach on carbon dioxide 
emissions.  

  

  
What has been a challenge for me so far is teaching the topic of particulate matter. There isn’t an industry or factory that is solely 
responsible for particulate matter in these students’ neighborhood. If you allow General Iron to occupy the space across from 
Washington High School, you will have offered me a concrete example to write into my lesson plans.  
  
Students will see the health effects in action. My students will experience breathing issues while running during gym class or sports. 
They will see an increase in individuals with asthma, or may become asthmatic for the first time themselves. There will be higher 
rates of lung diseases and lung cancer among their family members. And they will know the cause: that their alderwoman allowed 
general iron to pollute the space in which they live and go to school.  
  
Please don’t make particulate matter another pollution topic that is easy for me to teach. As the AP Environmental Science teacher 
and our genuine concern for the well‐being of my students, I urge you to not allow General Iron into our neighborhood.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ashley Fleming 
 
Science Teacher  
Washington High School  
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On Dec 10, 2020, at 6:02 PM, Thomas Stoodt  wrote: 
 
In application mention is made of the dispersion model and measurement results at a local high school. 
Baseline should be the fence line of the current facility.  
 
 

On Dec 10, 2020, at 4:14 PM, Thomas Stoodt  > wrote: 
 
One added comment:   
 

Public comments by Nancy Loeb referenced Problems with recyclers include autofluff, 
torch cutting and diesel emissions from trucks which were not considered in IEPA’s 
permitting process. The emissions from torch cutting should be included in the 
emissions and air dispersion studies. There is not way to see if this was the case or not.  

 
 
 
 

On Dec 10, 2020, at 3:44 PM, Thomas Stoodt   
wrote: 
 
Concerning the subject application:  
 
1. The Rules for Large Recycling Facility call for applicant to provide a 
stormwater pollution prevention plan. The application states that it is 
not subject to pollution prevention requirements because of a 
connection to MWRD. This does not sound correct. They should still 
have a pollution prevention plan for their site for chemicals not 
ordinarily found in MWRD treatment facilities.  
 
2.    In the Rules 3.9.21.1 it says applicant has to provide an emissions 
and air dispersion modeling study of the facility. The study of the HAPs, 
while referenced as being supplied to the IEPA, is not included in the 
application as it should be. This should be available to the public for 
review.  
 

In addition to PM10, Facilities that receive scrap metal or metallic 
Recyclables shall evaluate the following HAPs in the modeling 
study: antimony, arsenic, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, 
lead, manganese, nickel, and selenium compounds.  

 
Regards, 
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Tom Stoodt 
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   

From: Miguel Colon 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:20 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Irons permit

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Why doesn’t the city divert TIF funding for economic and educational development for the 10th Ward, instead of 
pushing industry towards our community? 
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   

From: Miguel Colon 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:29 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Iron permit

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
If the United States Government cannot contain the coronavirus aerosol, how do the city of Chicago expect RNG General 
Iron to contain the particulates within the 10th Ward? Please deny this permit. 
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   

From:
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2020 7:38 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: Stop General Iron/ RMG

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Dear committee:  Please DENY the permit to General Iron/RMG to relocate to the 10th Ward of Chicago.  One question 
for ALL OF YOU to consider:  Would you approve the permit if General Iron/RMG was relocating to the neighborhood 
where you live?    Think about it and be HONEST with your answer.  I believe your reply would be Hell No! 
 
We DO NOT NEED   any more carcinogens in the 10th ward either.  We already have a lot of residents suffering from 
serious respiratory and chronic health problems.  Please DENY this permit and save the 10th Ward residents.  If General 
Iron/RMG was unsafe for the North Side, it is just unsafe for the South Side.  Please save our children and all our 
residents.  Thank you. 
 
Aurora Figueroa 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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On Dec 10, 2020, at 7:08 PM, Thomas Stoodt   wrote: 
 
Permit application does not mention anything on the first three bullet points.  
 
 
<PastedGraphic‐2.tiff> 
 
 
 
 

On Dec 10, 2020, at 6:02 PM, Thomas Stoodt   wrote: 
 
In application mention is made of the dispersion model and measurement results at a 
local high school. Baseline should be the fence line of the current facility.  
 
 

On Dec 10, 2020, at 4:14 PM, Thomas Stoodt   
wrote: 
 
One added comment:   
 

Public comments by Nancy Loeb referenced Problems with recyclers 
include autofluff, torch cutting and diesel emissions from trucks which 
were not considered in IEPA’s permitting process. The emissions from 
torch cutting should be included in the emissions and air dispersion 
studies. There is not way to see if this was the case or not.  

 
 
 
 

On Dec 10, 2020, at 3:44 PM, Thomas Stoodt 
wrote: 

 
Concerning the subject application:  
 
1. The Rules for Large Recycling Facility call for applicant 
to provide a stormwater pollution prevention plan. The 
application states that it is not subject to pollution 
prevention requirements because of a connection to 
MWRD. This does not sound correct. They should still 
have a pollution prevention plan for their site for 
chemicals not ordinarily found in MWRD treatment 
facilities.  
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2.    In the Rules 3.9.21.1 it says applicant has to provide 
an emissions and air dispersion modeling study of the 
facility. The study of the HAPs, while referenced as 
being supplied to the IEPA, is not included in the 
application as it should be. This should be available to 
the public for review.  
 

In addition to PM10, Facilities that receive scrap 
metal or metallic Recyclables shall evaluate the 
following HAPs in the modeling study: antimony, 
arsenic, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, 
lead, manganese, nickel, and selenium 
compounds.  

 
Regards, 
Tom Stoodt 
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Tom Stoodt 
 
 

On Dec 5, 2020, at 3:12 AM, Loren Hopkins <hopkins@rice.edu> wrote: 
 
Dear Mr. Stoodt, 
 
Here are some links to articles about our project. 
 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10962247.2020.1755385 
 
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1186/s12940‐020‐00590‐1.pdf 
 
A better person to inquire about details of inspection violations at metal recycler 
facilities in Houston is Mr. Nguyen Ly at the city of Houston Health Department Bureau 
of Pollution Control and Prevention. 
 
Thank you, Loren 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Thomas Stoodt    
Sent: Friday, December 04, 2020 3:27 PM 
To: raun@rice.edu 
Subject: Chicago Metals Recycling Controversy  
 
Dear Dr. Hopkins‐ 
 
I am a retired Chemical Engineer who has taken an interest in a local Chicago story on 
the relocation/expansion of a metals recycling facility. I saw your name in a Houston 
Chronicle story from 8 years ago. Can you suggest any references to any resolution of 
the issues in Houston or point to any studies that would be helpful? My general 
impression is that these facilities are typically not well run, are prone to upsets, and 
have pollution controls that don’t really remove the most harmful compounds. I’m just 
curious if the learnings from Houston have made their way to Chicago? 
 
Hope you are staying safe. 
 
Best Regards, 
Tom Stoodt 
Retired Chemical Engineer 
Chicago, IL 
 
STORY LINK:  
 
******************* 
 
Residents can also file comments about the proposed South Side car shredder over the 
next 30 days. 
 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/11/30/21754381/general‐iron‐southeast‐side‐
public‐comment‐permit‐hearing‐lincoln‐park 
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